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ABSTRACT

This study examined the relationship between fear of crime and
neighborhood safety perception. Using a quantitative,
descriptive-correlational research design, the study aimed to understand
how individuals' fear of crime correlates with their perception of safety in
their neighborhoods. A sample of community members was selected
through simple random sampling, and data were collected via survey
questionnaires designed to assess fear of crime and neighborhood safety
perceptions. Descriptive statistics, including mean and standard
deviation, were used to analyze the data, while Pearson Product Moment
Correlation was applied to determine the relationship between the two
variables. The findings revealed that higher levels of fear of crime were
associated with lower perceptions of neighborhood safety. The analysis
indicated a significant negative correlation, suggesting that as fear of
crime increases, individuals perceive their neighborhoods to be less safe.
These results highlight the importance of addressing fear of crime in
fostering positive perceptions of neighborhood safety and improving
community well-being.
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INTRODUCTION

Fear of crime is a major concern for individuals and has negative
consequences for neighborhoods, such as lowering social bonds,
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residential ties, and social cohesion in the neighborhood (Markowitz et al.
2001; Riger et al. 1981). Furthermore, there is a well-established link
between neighborhood characteristics and fear of crime, where
disadvantaged neighborhoods have higher levels of fear of crime
(Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention 2009; Ivert et al. 2016;
Kuen et al. 2022). What remains understudied is whether and how
neighborhood fear of crime develops over time in areas with different
levels of disadvantage and if this pattern is similar across cities. The
purpose of this study is to expand the current knowledge on growth
trajectories of neighborhood fear of crime while also assessing how
time-varying neighborhood processes are associated with this change.

The concept of fear of crime and how to measure it has been a
topic for debate for decades (Hale 1996; Farrall et al., 1997) and in the
current study we turn our focus on the affective component of fear of
crime. This is defined as worry about specific crimes assumed to be
influenced by neighborhood processes such as worry about robbery,
being assaulted in the neighborhood and burglary in the home. A limited
number of studies have addressed changes in fear of crime over time,
resulting in mixed evidence. Some US studies indicate that fear of crime
decreased during the ‘90 s and ‘00 s, assumed to be a result of factors
such as changes in policing, neighborhood processes, and decreased
crime rates (e.g. Skogan 2011) and in Northern Europe in the last 20 years
(Smeets and Foekens 2017). More recent research in a European context
by Glas (2021) found that neighborhood safety, measured on an
individual level, declined in the early 2000s then stabilized in the later years
until 2017. Furthermore, in a Swedish context, the annual Swedish Crime
Survey states that fear of crime levels has fluctuated over the last 15 years
(Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention 2022). However, the
Swedish Crime Survey is limited because it only addresses trends in
descriptive statistics. Regarding trends on an individual and neighborhood
level, fear of crime has been found to change in individuals over time
(Ditton et al. 2005) and between neighborhoods (Ivert et al. 2016). Ivert et
al. (2016) found that while fear of crime levels remained high in
neighborhoods with high initial values of fear of crime, the levels increased
more in segregated areas compared to less segregated areas. The study
was conducted in Malmd, Sweden, the same as one of the cifies
observed in the current study and concluded that the gap between



neighborhood levels of fear of crime increased during 1998-2012.
However, the study was limited to a two timepoint design. It did not
consider the possibility of different factors at play in different
neighborhood types that can influence fear of crime levels, making it
difficult to make assumptions about when and why a change occurs
(Grimm and Ram 2012).

However the studies are focusing on conceptualizihg more about
the correlation between fear of crime and neighboorhood safety
perception. The purpose of this study is to aim the relationship between
the two variable.

METHODS
Research Design

Descriptive correlational research is a type of research design that
tries to explain the relationship between two or more variables without
making any claims about cause and effect. It includes collecting and
analyzing data on at least two variables to see if there is a link between
them. Quantitative research design is aimed at discovering how many
people think, act or feel in a specific way. Quantitative projects involve
large sample sizes, concentrating on the quantity of responses, as
opposed to gaining the more focused or emotional insight that is the aim
of qualitative research. (Creswell, 2014).

Research Respondent

The respondents for this study will be 60 residents of Kidapawan City.
The number of participants was determined based on the study's scope
and the manageable sample size needed to achieve the research
objectives effectively. The study will be conducted across its 40
barangays. The respondents will consist of citizens of Kidapawan City,
regardless of educational attainment, age, and gender.

The sample size was determined using Slovin's Formula (Tejada &
Punzalan, 2012), calculated as follows:

n= N




(1 + N*eN2)
Where:
n=is the sample size
N = is the population size
e = is the desired margin of error

The study will utilize Probability Sampling, specifically the Simple
Random Sampling Method (Singh & Masuku, 2014). This ensures that every
resident of Kidapawan City has an equal chance of being selected,
eliminating selection bias and enhancing the generalizability of the
findings.

Research Instruments

A survey questionnaire will be employed in this research to evaluate
the Correlation Between Fear of Crime and Neighborhood Safety
Perception. The researchers will be responsible for distributing the survey
questionnaires themselves.

The questionnaire will be measured using a 5-point Likert
measurement scale to gauge respondents' agreement or disagreement
with each statement. The scale is structured as follows:

1 - Strongly Disagree
2 - Disagree

3 - Neutral

4 - Agree

5 - Strongly Agree

The use of a Likert scale allows respondents to express the intensity
of their perceptions and provides data suitable for quantitative analysis.

The questionnaire is divided into sections, each measuring key
variables related to the study. The first part which is the Level of Fear of
Crime, using items adapted from the work of Aubrey L. Etopio and Emily R
(2022). The instrument includes questions designed to capture
respondents’ opinions and perceptions on Berthelot Defining and



Measuring Fear of Crime: A New Validated Scale Created from Emotion
Theory, Qualitative Interviews, and Factor Analyses. The second part
which is the Level of Nighborhood Safety Perception, this study
incorporates questions from the validated instrument developed by Sarah
Custer (2004). These items focus on Public Perceptions of Neighborhood
Quality of Life and Safety in Five New York City Communities.

In uftilizing this validated instruments from previous studies ensures
the reliability and validity of the data collected. The 5-point Likert scale
allows for nuanced responses, enabling the study to capture the varying
degrees of agreement or satisfaction among respondents.

Research Procedure

The researcher will undertake the following steps to collect data for
the study. Firstly, a letter requesting permission to conduct the study will be
written to the School President, Vice President of Academic, Dean of
College of Criminal Justice Education, and to the respondents. Once
approval is granted, participants will be sought out and assembled for the
stfudy. The survey questionnaire will then be administered to the
participants, with the researchers respectfully seeking their consent to
voluntarily take part in answering the survey. All responses and personal
information provided will be kept confidential and will not be revealed in
the data.

Data Analysis

The researchers cautiously and diligently followed the methods and
procedures outlined in the study. The findings were thoroughly discussed,
providing a comprehensive outlook on the participants' Perceived
Leadership Support and Police Creativity in the workplace. To ensure
tfransparency and community benefit, the researcher provided a copy of
the study's results to the local government unit of Kidapawan City. This
allowed policymakers and community leaders to better understand the
residents' concerns and address these issues effectively. The data and
results were meticulously analyzed to clarify and address certain
challenges encountered during the study. To protect the participants'
privacy, the researcher used proper coding techniques to anonymize
their identities and informed them of the study's outcomes. Additionally,



the researcher shared the findings with local safety officials, emphasizing
the community's perceptions and concerns about crime and safety,
enabling them to respond within their capacity to enhance security
measures.

The researcher also provided actionable insights derived from the
survey results, enabling participants to reflect on their perceptions and
confributing to a broader understanding of community safety. A copy of
the study was shared with relevant stakeholders, including community
organizations, to ensure that collective efforts could be made to reduce
fear of crime, improve neighborhood safety, and promote a secure
environment for all residents.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter contains the presentation of the gathered data in
tabular forms and their corresponding discussions and interpretations. The
first part discussed the Independent Variable the Fear of Crime. While the
second part is the Dependent Variable Neighborhood Safety Perception.
And the third part is the Relationship between the two variables.

Level of Fear of Crime

Table 1 shows the level of Fear of Crime, with an overall mean score
3.86 and standard deviation of 0.637 by a description of High.

Table 1. Level of Fear of Crime

Mean SD Description
I of’ren. feel unsafe walking alone at night in 3.30 | 488 Moderate
my neighborhood.
| am afraid that my home might be broken High
. 3.70  1.169
into when | am away.
I Yvorry about becoming a victim of violent 395 0746 High
crime.
The possibility of crime affects my daily 413 0.749 High

activities and decisions.



! belle\{e that crime rates in my area are 375 1144 High
increasing.
| . . . . .
avoid cgr’rom areas in my community due to 400 0803 High
fear of crime.
| feel i t th fety of famil High
eel anxious about the safety of my family 4.00 1 008 ig
members.
I k?e.lleve. that law enforcem.en’r is not 3.70 1094 High
sufficient in my area to prevent crime.
| think about the risk of crime when planning 403 1193 High
my outings and social activities. ' '
| feel that ’rh.e Igvel of crime in my c.:omm.um’ry 400 0974 High
has a negative impact on my quality of life.
3.86 0.637
OVERALL MEAN High

The respondents also expressed heightened anxiety about the
safety of their family members and the negative impact of crime on their
quality of life (both means = 4.00). The belief that crime rates are
increasing (mean = 3.75) and dissatisfaction with law enforcement's ability
to prevent crime (mean = 3.70) suggest a lack of trust in public safety
measures, aligning with Skogan's (2009) findings that such perceptions
intensify fear. Furthermore, avoidance behaviors, with a mean of 4.00,
highlight how fear drives individuals to avoid certain areas, consistent with
Warr's (2000) study on behavioral adaptations to perceived risk.

The results support the "Broken Windows Theory," which links
neighborhood disorder to heightened fear and reduced community
cohesion. Addressing these fears requires increased law enforcement
visibility, community policing, and improved infrastructure to enhance
safety perceptions. As Ferraro (1995) and Hale (1996) suggest, addressing
subjective perceptions of crime through trust-building and community
engagement is crucial for alleviating fear and fostering resilient
communities.



Level of Neighborhood Safety Perception

Table 2 shows the Level of Neighborhood Safety Perception with an
overall mean score 4.12 with a standard deviation of 0.500 by a descrition
of High.

Table 2. Level of Neighborhood Safety Perception

Mean SD Description
I fe'el safe walking alone in my neighborhood 440 0906 High
during the day.
My neighborhood is well-lit at night. 3.92 0.850 High
| trust my neighbors to look out for each 417 0.847 High
other’s safety.
I rgrely hear about crimes occurring in my 3.55 1014 High
neighborhood.
| believe Iho’r my neighborhood is a safe 387 0.947 High
place to raise children.
| feel cc?mf(?rfoble gllowmg my children to 497 0.733 High
play outside in the neighborhood.
Thgre is a visible police presence in my 418 0795 High
neighborhood.
| feel con.flden’r Ihqf Theilocol authorifies 438 0.74] High
respond quickly to incidents in my area.
I hovg eqasy access to emergency services in 493 0.85] High
my neighborhood.
I k?elleve ’rho’r.’rhe overall crime rate in my 493 0871 High
neighborhood is low.

412 0.500

OVERALL MEAN High




These results align with studies such as Ferraro (1995), which
emphasize the importance of community frust and visible law
enforcement in shaping safety perceptions. Despite this high safety
perception, the juxtaposition with high fear of crime from Table 1 reveals a
complex relationship; individuals may still experience fear due to external
influences like media coverage or broader societal anxieties. To reduce
the gap between safety perception and fear of crime, efforts should
focus on consistent community engagement, transparent communication
from authorities, and addressing underlying concerns that fuel fear
despite positive safety indicators.

Relationship Between the Variables

Table 3 shows the relationship between fear of crime and
neighborhood safety perception, with a correlation coefficient (R) of
0.348 and a p-value of 0.000. This denotes a significant relationship
between the variables.

Table 3. Relationship Between Variables

INDEPENDENT VARIABLE Safety Perception
R p-value Remarks
Fear of Crime 0.348** 0.000 Significant

The significant p-value indicates that this relationship is not due to
chance and warrants further attention. These results align with existing
literature that emphasizes the interplay between perceived safety and
fear of crime, as discussed by Hale (1996), who noted that fear of crime
often amplifies concerns about safety, even in relatively secure
environments. While respondents reported a generally high perception of
safety in Table 2, the moderate correlation in Table 3 reveals that fear of
crime still impacts these perceptions, reflecting a psychological and
emotional response rather than a purely objective assessment of
neighborhood conditfions.

Addressing this issue requires strategies that both enhance actual
safety measures, such as visible law enforcement, and tackle the root
causes of fear, including misinformation, societal narratives, and
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community trust gaps. These findings underscore the importance of
integrated approaches to reduce fear of crime while fostering stronger
safety perceptions in communities.

Conclusions
Based on the findings, the following conclusions were drawn:

1. The study revealed a significant correlation between fear of crime
and neighborhood safety perception, indicating that higher levels
of fear are associated with lower perceptions of safety.

2. The overall high safety perception, fear of crime remains pervasive,
influencing behaviors, anxiety levels, and trust in community security
measures suggests that fear of crime is not solely dependent on
actual crime rates but also shaped by psychological and
environmental factors, such as media narratives, personal
experiences, and the visibility of law enforcement.

3. The neighborhoods are perceived as safe, fear sfill impacts
residents’ quality of life and decision-making, underscoring the
need for a nuanced approach to addressing this disconnect.
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